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MADHOUSE
MECCA
LOGLINE
When an
underwhelmed
housewife meets a
mischievous exotic
dancer with a taste
for trouble, an unlikely
friendship is formed
that will change their
lives forever.

TECHNICAL
SPECS
C O U N T R Y : USA
L A N G U A G E : English
G E N R E : Drama
R U N T I M E : 1 hr. 12 mins.
A S P E C T R A T I O : 2:40:1
S H O T O N : Red 5k/24fps
C U T O N : Final Cut X
A U D I O : English & Foreign Dolby 5.1
Surround with LT/RT Encoded 2.1

SYNOPSIS
After an academic injustice, Lena (Kristina Ellery) is struggling to find
purpose in her daily life. To make ends meet she slings contraband
and dances at a quaint strip-club known to locals as 'mecca'. Lena's
rebellious nature causes her to constantly butt heads with her
estranged father, (David Keith) and her new boss, (Tera Patrick).
Sara (Erica Jenkins) is an underwhelmed waitress who's always lived
by society's rules. Marrying her high school sweetheart and starting a
life together so young seemed like a good idea at the time, but the
monotony of living paycheck to paycheck with nothing to show for
it begins to create a divide between her and her blue-collar
husband (Tony Denman).
After Lena helps Sara during a chance encounter, a new and
exciting friendship begins to flourish as Sara is lured into Lena's dark
yet oddly compelling world.

Q&A WITH DIRECTOR,
LEONARDO WARNER
WHY DID YOU DECIDE TO SHOOT THE FILM IN VIRGINIA BEACH?
We only had sixteen days, so being familiar with your locations is a
big plus when it comes to saving time on set. I wanted that safetyblanket to help me through production. Virginia Beach also has a
tremendous production community so finding the support necessary
to pull something like this off wasn’t very difficult. This area is also
extremely diverse in its population, locations and general
atmosphere which helps when you don’t have money to build sets.

WHAT MOTIVATED YOU TO MAKE THIS PARTICULAR FILM?
When we set out to make an ultra-low budget feature I knew we
had to bring something different to the table.
The world of independent cinema has gone through an evolution in
the last few years and as a result we’re dealing with audiences that
are smarter and much more demanding than ever before.

As modern storytellers it’s our job to be aware of these shifts.
We have also seen affordable technology become available to the
masses which allows aspiring filmmakers to showcase virtually
anything their minds can conjure, but I believe there still has to be a
balance between new-age tech and old-fashioned filmmaking
methods in order to tell an effective story. I’m a fan of subjectivestyle cinema and the Italian neorealism movement of the 50’s and
60’s.
These films are unique in that the plot unfolds through the
perspective and emotions of the characters. With that in mind,
Owen and I agreed to spend more time developing the script and
making sure we had somewhat naturalistic dialogue and believable
situations rather than writing in a car chase sequence or blowing
something up which would have been cool but prohibitive due to
our budget.
At the core we wanted to tell a story that dealt with themes anyone
could relate to such as alienation and self-vindication. What we
ended up with is a small but solid character study that really throws
a spotlight on our actors’ abilities to portray the same worries and
insecurities most of us deal with on a daily basis. I wanted the
characters in this film to be human.

THIS FILM HAS A UNIQUE LOOK. WHAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT IT?
I spent a lot of time with our director of photography (Hunter
Chapman) trying to establish a cohesive look. We decided that
minimal lighting and older lenses would give us a “grittier” and more
natural feel rather than using the latest and greatest glass to make
everything appear super sharp and crisp. Besides the practical
lighting that was available on location, we had several Bi-Color LED's
that are extremely versatile and compact, they gave us a widerange of color-control and were relatively simple to use. This helped
achieve a high-contrast look that was very close to what I had
envisioned for the film from the beginning. We ended up digitally
coloring the footage in post-production to fine tune each scene.

WHAT MESSAGE WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEND WITH THIS FILM?
I don't know if I needed to send any message in particular, but I did
want to demonstrate how film can be a powerful form of expression
and still be entertaining at the same time. It’s a medium that can be
interpreted in many different ways and as visual storytellers it’s our
job to steer the audience toward our vision without letting them
realize exactly how they got there. My hope is to get an emotional
response from a viewer whether positive or not. As long as it creates
discussion and gets people talking about it then I’ve succeeded.

THE CAST
KRISTINA ELLERY
as LENA
Kristina Ellery is an American actor and
special effects make-up artist with over a
dozen SFX credits in television and film.
She acted in several feature films including
Ted (Starring Mark Wahlberg and Mila
Kunis), The Forger (Starring John Travolta
and Christopher Plummer), Siren (Starring
Vinessa Shaw and Robert Kazinsky),
awarding winning Everlasting (Starring
Elisabeth Rohm), Party Like It’s a Verb and
many more.
Upcoming projects include feature films, Madhouse Mecca and Angel
One Eye and television series, Fallen Cards.

ERICA JENKINS
as SARA
Erica Jenkins is an American actor,
dancer and model. The former Dallas
Cowboys Cheerleader starred in the
television series, Dallas Cowboys
Cheerleaders: Making the Team.
Since she has acted in feature films
including Casting Couch, SexDotCom,
Beautiful and several short films.
Jenkins is currently working on television
mini-series, Beerfest and starring in
television mini-series, I Just Can’t Life
Right Now.
Madhouse Mecca is Jenkins’ first lead role in a feature film.

TONY DENMAN
as JARROD
Tony Denman is an American actor, writer
and producer known for his role as Scotty
Lundegaard in the Coen Brother’s 1996
critically acclaimed film, Fargo.
Denman started in the industry at age ten
with acting parts in Grumpy Old Men
(Starring Jack Lemmon and Walter
Matthau), Little Big League (Starring Luke
Edwards, Timothy Busfield, Ashley Crow
and Dennis Farina), and Beautiful Girls.
Since then he has worked steadily
through the years as an actor starring in
movies such as Sorority Boys (alongside Michael Rosenbaum, Harland
Williams and Barry) and the National Lampoon's Dorm Daze trilogy.
Denman can also be seen in television shows such as Angel, Touched
by an Angel, Judging Amy, King of the Hill, My Crazy Ex and several
short films including, Ukulele Lessons, Icebox, Electric Indigo, Tabu and
The Grail.

SCOTT EVANS
as GREG
Scott Evans is an American actor best
known for his role as the police officer
Oliver Fish on the ABC daytime soap
opera, One Life to Live. He has
appeared on several television shows
including Guiding Light, Fringe, Law &
Order, Rubicon, White Collar and more.
Evans has reoccurring roles on the
television series, Daytime Divas
(alongside Vanessa Williams), Grace &
Frankie (alongside Jane Fonda, Lily
Tomlin, Sam Waterson and Martin Sheen)
and Go-Go Boy Interrupted.
He can be seen in feature films such as Confessions of a Shopaholic
(Isla Fisher, Hugh Dancy, Krysten Ritter, Joan Cusack, John Goodman
and John Lithgow), The Lovely Bones (Mark Wahlberg, Rachel Weisz,
Susan Sarandon and Stanley Tucci), Behaving Badly, Before We Go
(Chris Evans and Alice Eve), and Playing It Cool (Chris Evans, Michelle
Monaghan, and Topher Grace).

DAVID KEITH
as HARLEN
David Keith is an American film and
television actor hailing from Knoxville,
Tennessee.
He began his career in stage acting
before landing a supporting role in The
Rose (Starring Bette Midler) in 1979,
Brubaker, alongside Robert Redford and
Morgan Freeman and Firestarter (Starring
Drew Barrymore and Heather Locklear.
Keith co-starred in the classic film, An Officer and a Gentleman
alongside, Richard Gere. He was nominated for a Golden Globe for his
memorable role as Sid Worley.
Over the years, Keith has played 100+ roles in film and television. He
often can be seen playing an officer of the law or military including
titles such as Behind Enemy Lines, U-571 and Men of Honor.
Recently he has been seen on the hit television series, Hawaii Five-0.

TERA PATRICK
as ROMI
Tera Patrick is an American/Thai Actor,
Dancer and Model. She began her
career as a model with the world-famous
Ford Agency. She received a degree in
Microbiology then began acting.
Patrick went on to act in several feature
films including Rintihan Kuntilanak
Perawan, Angel of Darkness: The Legend
of Lilith and Madhouse Mecca. She hosts
her own talk-show and dances all across
the world.

ADAM LAVORGNA
as BEN
Adam LaVorgna is an American actor
known for his role as Robbie Palmer in the
hit television series, 7th Heaven (alongside
Jessica Biel, Stephen Collins, Catherine
Hicks, Beverly Mitchell and Barry Watson).
He has acted in several television series
including Sinatra, Matlock, Law & Order,
Cold Case, CSI: Miami and countless short
films including, A Beautiful Lie, Icebox,
Bolder and .270.
LaVorgna can be seen in many feature films including Milk Money
(Starring Melanie Griffith and Ed Harris), The Beautician and the Beast
(Starring Fran Drescher and Timothy Dalton), I’ll Be Home for Christmas
(alongside Jonathan Taylor Thomas and Jessica Biel), Get Happy!,
Masterless, and Stealing Chanel.

THE CREW
LEONARDO WARNER
Writer/Director/Editor
Leonardo Michael Warner was
born on June 28th, 1984 in the
Spanish region of Andalusia. He
shares dual citizenship with the
United States and Italy. Growing
up, he was fascinated by
blockbusters such as the 1975
classic (Jaws) and 1993’s (Jurassic
Park). At age fifteen he was hired
by a local video store chain,
gaining him free access to
thousands of movie titles. By the time he graduated high school he
was determined to pursue a career in filmmaking.
Warner went on to receive formal production training in Winter Park
FL, graduating in 2004 with an (AS) degree in film and television
production. He cites Steven Spielberg, Michelangelo Antonioni, and
Darren Aranofsky as his biggest influences.
Leonardo got his start on film sets as a production assistant and as a
grip in the electrical departments. His first job out of film school was on
the indie film (Southern Belles) 2004, starring Anna Faris (Scary Movie)
and Justin Chambers (Grey’s Anatomy). In 2009 Leonardo wrote and
directed his first short film, a bio-drama based on the artist
Michelangelo’s discovery by the Medici family in Renaissance
Florence.
In 2016 Leonardo wrote, directed and produced his first full-length
feature, (Madhouse Mecca). The film was produced entirely in the
Virginia Beach area where he currently lives. It was made on a
shoestring budget and shot in only three weeks.

OWEN PALMIOTTI
Executive Producer/Co-Writer
Owen Palmiotti is a novelist and a
screenwriter. His resume includes the young
adult fiction trilogy "The Adventures of
Benjamin Manry", and the award-winning short
film, (Icebox), where he met actor/producer
Tony Denman. Palmiotti is originally from New
York and is a former U.S. Naval Reservist and
Merchant Marine.
He currently lives in Northern Virginia and
works full time dealing in seafarer and vessel documentation. Owen
has also published two ‘flash fiction’ pieces and is currently working on
various film projects in the development and pre-production stages.
"Madhouse Mecca" is his first full-length feature film.
ELIZABETH AYERS
Producer
Elizabeth Ayers is an American film producer,
director, screenwriter and actor. She is the
CEO of Jane & June Entertainment, a film
production company in Los Angeles.
Ayers has acted in several films and television
series including, Redemption Road (Director,
Mario Van Peebles), Nashville (ABC Series),
Three’s A Pain (Amazon Prime) and countless
short films.
In 2015, Ayers produced the award winning short film, Circumvent,
alongside Strong Will Entertainment. She went on to write and
produce, Southbound starring Scott Evans.
She is the writer, producer and director of mini-series, I Just Can’t Life
Right Now and short films, Intuition and L’oranger (The Orange Tree),
an LGBT film in French. Ayers is currently producing feature films, Sam &
Lizzie and In Still Water, in which she wrote and will act in.

TONY DENMAN
Producer
Tony Denman started in the industry at age
ten with acting parts in Grumpy Old Men, Little
Big League, and Beautiful Girls. At fourteen he
played Scotty Lundegaard in the Coen
Brother's 1996 critically acclaimed film, (Fargo).
Since then he has worked steadily through the
years as an actor starring in movies such as
(Sorority Boys) and (National Lampoon's Dorm
Daze) trilogy.
He began work as a writer and producer with the short film, Little Larry,
which was shortlisted for the Virgin Media Awards in 2012 and since
then has written and produced several short films including, Ukulele
Lessons, Icebox and more.
Madhouse Mecca is Denman's first feature-length project as coproducer.
HUNTER CHAPMAN
Director of Photography
Hunter Chapman is an American
Cinematographer, Director and Editor. He is
the CEO of Carolina Moonlight Productions, a
film production company headquartered in
North Carolina.
He has worked on 50+ music videos, short films
and feature films as a Director of Photography,
Camera Operator and Editor for names such as, Willie Nelson and
Andy Morahan.
His recent works include feature films, Madhouse Mecca and The
Possession Experiment and short film, Southbound starring Scott Evans.
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Owen Palmiotti / Writer & Executive Producer
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